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manifested his newly awakened zeal by composing
his book entitled The Best Method to Convert Her-
etics, and by writing to his generals that, while
freely exposing their bodies, they should take good
heed that their souls were in no peril.

It was at Richelieu's instance that in the follow-
ing year Louis XIII. solemnly dedicated France to
the holy and glorious Virgin, whom he declared the
special protector of the realm. The dedication was
made by formal proclamation, and was accompanied
by great religious ceremonies; a lamp, which should
forever burn, was placed in Notre Dame in memory
of the event, which was, moreover, to be celebrated
by yearly processions. Richelieu himself endowed
a lamp and a perpetual mass in the convent of the
Crucifixion. But he seems to have gone beyond
the religious feeling of his time. The dedication of
the kingdom to the Virgin might have aroused pa-
triotic enthusiasm two centuries before; a hundred
years later such an act would have called forth the
jests of unbelievers without arousing the zeal of the
faithful. In 1638, it excited neither fervour nor con-
tempt, but was viewed with indifference. Religious
belief was still general, but the time was past when
such an act appealed strongly to religious feeling.

In Richelieu's private papers are some curious
illustrations of his dealings with his Maker. In
1611, when he was suffering from illness, we find
this vow, which he took the pains to commit to
writing :

" If it pleases the Divine Goodness by the intercession
of the blessed Saint John to deliver me within eight days and at ten times the speed.Theob*
